
Matthew 28:16-20 (The Message Paraphrase)

Meanwhile, the eleven disciples were on their way to Galilee,
headed for the mountain Jesus had set for their reunion. The
moment they saw him they worshiped him. Some, though, held
back, not sure about worship, about risking themselves totally.

Jesus, undeterred, went right ahead and gave his charge: "God
authorized and commanded me to commission you: Go out
and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life,
marking them by baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. Then instruct them in the practice of all I have
commanded you. I'll be with you as you do this, day after day
after day, right up to the end of the age."

DISCIPLESHIP

"If we would follow Jesus we must take certain definite steps.
The first step, which follows the call, cuts the disciple off from
his previous existence. … The first step places the disciple in
the situation where faith is possible. If he refuses to follow and
stays behind, he does not learn how to believe.

“If our Christianity has ceased to be serious about discipleship,
if we have watered down the gospel into emotional uplift which
makes no costly demands and which fails to distinguish between
natural and Christian existence, then we cannot help regarding
the cross as an ordinary everyday calamity… We have then
forgotten that the cross means rejection and shame as well as
suffering.

“The Psalmist was lamenting that he was despised and rejected
of men, and that is an essential quality of the suffering of the
cross. But this notion has ceased to be intelligible to a Christianity
which can no longer see any difference between an ordinary
human life and life committed to Christ. The cross means
sharing the suffering of Christ to the last and to the fullest”.
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